
Stormwater Facility Maintenance Inspection Form 
FACILITY #:   

LOCATION:   

DATE:    TIME:  

LAST INSPECTION DATE:  

36-HOUR PRECIPITATION:

INSPECTOR:

AFFILIATION:

Subdivision Name:  

Owner:   

Property Classification (circle): 
Residential   Industrial 
Commercial    OTHER:  

Type of Basin (circle): 
Detention (dry bottom) 
Retention (wet bottom) 
Wetland 

Multi-pond system?  (Y/N) 

Inspection:  Y =Yes, Inspected; N =No, Not inspected; N/A = Not Applicable 
Follow-Up:  

0= No issues,  
1= Monitor (potential for future problem), 
2= Routine Maintenance Required,   
3= Immediate Repair necessary 

*** 
Use NOTES area for additional details 
on why items were not inspected and 

maintenance follow-up needs/location. 
*** 

INSPECTION AREAS Inspection Follow-Up NOTES 
A) Shoreline Areas Y, N or N/A 0-3
1. Does the facility show signs of settling, 

cracking, bulging, misalignment, or other 
structural deterioration? 

2. Do the embankments, emergency spillways, 
side slopes or inlet/outlet ends show signs of 
erosion? 

3. Are there trees present on the banks? (Too 
many trees do not allow vegetation to grow 
beneath it) 

4. Is there evidence of animal burrows? (Too 
many animal burrows create erosion and 
damage the banks) 

5. Is the downstream outfall showing evidence of 
erosion or destabilization?  

6. Is there standing water where it should not be 
located? 

7. Is there accumulation of trash or debris? 

8. Is there evidence of encroachment or improper 
use of the pond/native areas?  

9. Are there signs of vandalism or dumping of 
yard waste? 

B) Vegetation Y, N or N/A 0-3
1. Is vegetation being appropriately maintained? 

2. If native vegetation: is the area being overly 
mowed or encroached upon? 
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INSPECTION AREAS Inspection Follow-Up NOTES 
C)  Pipes & Structures Y, N or N/A 0-3  
1. Are the pipes going into and/or out of the pond 

clogged or obstructed with sediment or other 
debris? Is there a buildup of clippings that 
could clog the facility? 

  

 

2. Vegetation around the outfall pipe(s) should be 
neat and trim.  All grating and trash racks 
should be clear as well. 

  

3. Is there damage, corrosion, or stains on any 
pipe ends?  Have any end sections become 
dislodged? 

  

4. Is the control structure clear and easy to access? 
     

5. Are restrictors present, accessible, and clean? 
   

6. Is the overflow weir appropriately stabilized 
with vegetation/ rip rap/concrete in good 
condition?  Is it clear of woody vegetation and 
there are no signs of erosion? 

  

D)  Illicit Discharges Y, N or N/A 0-3  
1. Is there excessive algae or dominance of one 

type of vegetation?     

2. Is there evidence of automotive fluids entering 
the pond or native facility?    

3. Is there a foul or offensive odor emanating 
from the water, inlets, or any part of the basin?   

4. Is there flow present after 3 days of dry 
weather?   

5. Is the water an odd color or excessively turbid? 
Is there suds, oily sheen, or grey water?   

E)  Wet-Bottom (Retention) Basins Y, N or N/A 0-3  
1. Aerator/fountain/bubbler missing or not 

functional?    

2. Is there evidence of a fish kill?  
   

3. Does the water level appear to be abnormally 
high or low? (Submerged trees or very shallow 
water) 

  

4. Is there excessive sediment accumulation 
anywhere?   

F)  Dry-Bottom (Detention) Basins Y, N or N/A 0-3  
1. Does the underdrain appear to be functioning?  

(No suspicious ponding areas, no apparent 
clogs/blockages) 

  
 

2. Is vegetation being properly maintained? 
    

3. Is there undesirable or woody growth? 
    

4. Are low-flow channels functional and in good 
condition?   
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ITEM No. NOTES (condition, maintenance needs, reinspection, expertise needs …) 
  

 
  

 
  

 
 
 

 

 
 

 

Not familiar with some of these terms?  Here’s some basics: 

Tips: Concerned with locations? Take a photo! Photos help you reference how areas degrade over time. They also help 
you better define a problem when talking to an expert. Pro tip: bring a ruler for size reference in photos! 

Shoreline Areas: 

A review of the general condition of the pond/basin including the surrounding area and side slopes. Generally, 
these should be inspected for any signs of erosion, deposition/accumulation of materials that may block water 
flows, and any trash. 

A specific item to review is the emergency overflow weir or spillway. This is an area where, if the outfall pipes clog 
or become overwhelmed, stormwater will spill over out of the full pond at a controlled spot. 

Vegetation:  Some basins are designed as native areas with specific ecologically valuable plantings and habitats. Even if 
the basin is just turf grass (lawn mix) it needs to be properly maintained to ensure it performs as functioned. 

Pipes and Structures: 

Any pipes coming into the basin or out of the basin (daylighted). These are typically “flared” pipe ends.  Look for 
signs of damage, deterioration, stains, or undermining of the slope around these ends. Any blocked pipes need to 
be cleaned out.   

The Control Structure is typically a manhole or other storm structure that regulates the flow of water out of the 
basin. This is typically where the “restrictor” is housed.  A restrictor is, as it sounds, some hardware restricting the 
flow of water to be released at a controlled rate. Typical restrictors include steel plates placed in a manhole, 
smaller pipes mortared into larger ones, or for large basins, even a 12” storm pipe can be the restrictor. 

The Overflow Weir is referenced again since there is often one inside structures or near the control structure 
stabilized with large rocks or concrete.  This should be clear of large debris as it’s meant to convey water during 
high flow events. 

Illicit Discharges: 

Anything that is not naturally occurring snowmelt, rainfall, or water runoff can be an illicit discharge. Paints, oils, 
soaps and solvents, dumpster discharge, any pollutant is considered an illicit discharge and should be reported 
immediately to the Public Works Department.   

Wet-Bottom (Retention) Basins/Ponds and Dry-Bottom (Detention) Basins: 

Some basins are designed to retain water for only a day or two after a storm where others have permanent wet 
pools. Both should be inspected for their specific maintenance needs to ensure stormwater flows through them 
unimpeded. 
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